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Abstract

In the context of rapid digitalization and the expansion of the information society,
virtual space has become a significant factor influencing the transformation of
national identity. This article examines the transformational processes of
understanding and perceiving national selthood under the conditions of an
information-based society and virtual environments. Special attention is paid to
the role of digital communication platforms, social networks, and virtual
communities in reshaping national consciousness, cultural values, and collective
memory. The study analyzes both the constructive and disruptive effects of virtual
space on national identity, highlighting the opportunities for preserving national
values as well as the risks of cultural homogenization and identity fragmentation.
Using socio-philosophical and interdisciplinary approaches, the article reveals
how national self-awareness is reinterpreted and reconstructed within virtual
realities, emphasizing the importance of developing effective cultural and
informational strategies to strengthen national identity in the digital age.
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Introduction
At the present stage of human development characterized by the emergence of an
information-based society, information and knowledge have become not only key
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factors of production but also fundamental instruments for profound
transformations in social, economic, and political spheres. As a result, the
processes of understanding and constructing national self-awareness are also
undergoing significant transformation. Within the global information
environment and the conditions of a rapidly developing “network society,” the
study of the essence, characteristics, formation factors, and social significance of
national self-awareness has become one of the most urgent scientific and practical
tasks of contemporary research.

In the context of an information society and virtual space, the transformation of
national self-awareness is of both theoretical and practical importance.
Understanding the nature, directions, and dynamics of these transformations
makes it possible to develop effective strategies aimed at preserving and
strengthening national identity under conditions of digitalization and
globalization. Without a comprehensive analysis of these processes, it is difficult
to ensure the sustainable development of national values and cultural continuity
in the virtual environment.

The concept of the information society and its impact on social transformations
has been widely examined by numerous scholars. Japanese sociologist and
futurologist Yoneji Masuda, in his work The Information Society as Post-
Industrial Society, proposed a conceptual framework for understanding the
development of the information society [1]. According to Masuda, an information
society is not primarily focused on the production of material goods but is instead
based on information technologies and knowledge, fostering intellectual
creativity and innovation.

Spanish sociologist Manuel Castells further developed the concept of the network
society in his seminal work The Information Age: Economy, Society and Culture.
Castells emphasizes that in an information society, the issue of identity becomes
increasingly critical, as the preservation and development of national, cultural,
and religious identities acquire new meanings within the global information space
[2].

Daniel Bell, in The Coming of Post-Industrial Society: A Venture in Social
Forecasting, analyzed the role of information in processes of social
transformation. He defines post-industrial society as one in which economic
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priorities shift from the production of goods to the provision of services, with a
strong emphasis on research, education, and the improvement of quality of life
[3].

American futurologist Alvin Toffler, in his influential work The Third Wave,
explored the transition from industrial to information society and demonstrated
its profound impact on human life, culture, values, and identity [4].

The analysis of the transformation of national self-awareness in the conditions of
an information society and virtual space is based on the following methodological
approaches:

a systemic approach, which examines the information society and national self-
awareness as interconnected and interdependent systems;

an evolutionary approach, aimed at analyzing the dynamic development of
national self-awareness within the context of an information-based society;
sociological methods, used to investigate the social dimensions of national self-
awareness in the digital and virtual environment;

prognostic methods, applied to identify future trends and directions in the
development of national self-awareness under conditions of ongoing
informatization.

The concept of the information society has been developed by numerous
theoretical scholars, whose approaches aim to reveal the role of information in
social life and the impact of information technologies on processes of social
transformation. Unlike previous models of society, the theory of the information
society represents a fundamentally new paradigm in which human activity is no
longer centered on the production of material goods, but rather on information,
knowledge, and communication processes.

In our view, the key characteristics of an information society include the
following features: the dominance of the service sector in the economy; the
widespread application of knowledge-based technologies in production; the
transformation of information and knowledge into the primary factors of
production; the emergence of education and research institutions as central social
structures; and the increasing significance of professional and technical
specialists within the social hierarchy.
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Under the conditions of an information society, the transformation of national
self-awareness occurs under the influence of multiple interconnected factors. The
global information space has removed traditional cultural boundaries between
nations, enabling the free circulation of information flows across the world. On
the one hand, this process expands opportunities for dialogue and interaction
among different cultures and peoples; on the other hand, it generates risks
associated with cultural homogenization, standardization, and the erosion of
national languages, values, and traditions. As a result, the process of national self-
awareness acquires a new character, requiring a balance between preserving
national distinctiveness and integrating into the global information environment.
The rapid development of information technologies has led to the formation of
virtual space, which has become a new arena for the construction and expression
of national identity. Within this virtual environment, novel forms and mechanisms
of national self-representation are emerging. Digital platforms such as the
internet, social networks, blogs, forums, and video-sharing services have turned
into effective tools for promoting national culture, language, history, and
collective memory, thereby reshaping the ways national identity is articulated and
perceived.

In the context of the network society described by Manuel Castells, the nature of
social relations, interactions, and communication patterns is undergoing profound
change. Network-based structures increasingly replace traditional hierarchical
systems, which in turn alters the institutional forms through which national self-
awareness i1s formed. The construction of national identity is no longer limited to
conventional institutions such as the state, education system, or family, but is
increasingly realized through network structures, including virtual communities,
online groups, and digital forums.

Contemporary information technologies also create new opportunities for
preserving, developing, and disseminating national culture, language, historical
heritage, and value systems. Digital resources such as electronic libraries, virtual
museums, online educational platforms, mobile applications, and other digital
tools serve as effective mechanisms for safeguarding national heritage and
transmitting it to future generations.
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At the same time, national identity in an information society is increasingly
influenced by processes of cultural hybridization resulting from the interaction of
diverse cultures, values, traditions, and lifestyles. This interaction leads to the
transformation of national identity and the emergence of new hybrid forms. The
convergence of global and local elements, traditional and modern values, as well
as Eastern and Western cultural patterns, contributes to the formation of complex
and multidimensional models of national self-awareness [5,6,7].

In the context of an information society, “digital sovereignty” has become a
crucial component of national security and an essential condition for preserving
and developing national identity. Digital sovereignty refers to a state’s capacity
to manage, protect, and regulate its national information space and information
flows. Ensuring digital sovereignty is therefore of paramount importance for
maintaining national self-awareness and safeguarding cultural identity in the era
of globalization and virtual communication.

The creation, development, and dissemination of national digital content
constitute one of the most effective instruments for preserving and strengthening
national identity in the conditions of an information society. Digital content
produced in the national language and grounded in national culture, history, and
value systems—such as websites, mobile applications, electronic textbooks,
virtual museums, and audiovisual materials—enables the representation and
promotion of national identity within the global information space.

In the context of an information society, preventing information-related threats to
national identity, developing mechanisms to counter such risks, and ensuring
information security have become issues of growing importance. Information
security encompasses not only technical aspects but also legal, social, cultural,
and moral dimensions. The formation and development of a national information
space represent a crucial prerequisite for safeguarding and advancing national
identity under conditions of informatization. A national information space is
shaped by national values, culture, language, and historical heritage, and it fulfills
key functions related to the representation, promotion, preservation, and
development of national self-awareness.

Enhancing digital literacy among the population and developing skills for the
effective use of information technologies are essential conditions for maintaining
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and strengthening national identity in an information society. Digital literacy
enables citizens to actively participate in the global information environment
while simultaneously expressing and promoting their national identity, cultural
heritage, language, and historical memory [7,8].

To protect national identity in cyberspace, the following strategic measures can
be implemented. First, it is necessary to improve the legal framework aimed at
ensuring national information security, protecting national interests in
cyberspace, and guaranteeing digital sovereignty. This includes the development
of relevant legislation, the incorporation of international legal norms into national
law, and the formulation of a comprehensive national information security
strategy.

Second, the development, modernization, and protection of national digital
infrastructure are critical conditions for safeguarding national identity in
cyberspace. National digital infrastructure serves as the technical foundation of
the national information space, and its stability, reliability, and security are key
factors in ensuring national information security.

Third, strengthening international cooperation in the field of cybersecurity,
concluding international agreements, and collaborating with international
organizations play a vital role in protecting national identity in cyberspace. Given
that cybersecurity represents a global challenge, effective solutions can only be
achieved through coordinated international efforts.

Fourth, increasing public awareness of cybersecurity and developing skills to
prevent and counter cyber threats are essential for protecting national identity in
the digital environment. Cybersecurity literacy empowers citizens to ensure their
personal safety in cyberspace and to defend themselves against cyberattacks and
information manipulation.

Overall, the transformation of national self-awareness in the conditions of an
information society represents a complex and multidimensional process. On the
one hand, globalization and informatization contribute to processes of
universalization, standardization, and hybridization of national identity. On the
other hand, these processes simultaneously create new opportunities for
preserving, reinterpreting, and developing national identity within the virtual and
digital environment.
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The advancement of information technologies has created new opportunities for
the promotion, preservation, and development of national culture, language,
history, and value systems. Within the virtual environment, innovative forms and
mechanisms for expressing national identity are emerging. Digital platforms such
as the internet, social media networks, blogs, forums, video-sharing services, and
other online information spaces have become powerful tools for disseminating
national culture and history and for representing national identity in the global
information arena [10].

At the same time, the conditions of an information society generate new
challenges and risks for national identity. The global information space may
contribute to the processes of cultural universalization and standardization,
potentially leading to the erosion of national languages, traditions, and distinctive
cultural features. Moreover, phenomena such as cyberattacks, information
warfare, and information manipulation pose serious threats to national self-
awareness, undermining cultural sovereignty and influencing collective
consciousness in the virtual environment.

Conclusions

In the conditions of an information society, the preservation, development, and
protection of national identity are gaining particular importance. In this regard,
strengthening digital sovereignty, creating national digital content, forming a
national information space, ensuring information security, and enhancing digital
literacy constitute a set of urgent and interrelated tasks.

For the transformation of national self-awareness in an information society to
proceed in a positive and constructive direction—serving the preservation and
development of national values, culture, language, and historical heritage—close
cooperation between the state and society is essential. The state is responsible for
formulating a coherent national information policy, ensuring information
security, developing digital infrastructure, and supporting the creation and
dissemination of national digital content. At the same time, society should
actively contribute to increasing citizens’ information culture and digital literacy,
promoting national values, and participating in the creation and further
development of national digital content.
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