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Abstract

This article investigates Arabic rhetorical features in Ibn Sna’s Hayy ibn Yaqzan,
showing how symbolic narrative supports philosophical meaning. Using textual
examples, it analyzes allegory (al-ramz), metaphor (isti ara)—especially light as
knowledge—rhetorical economy (1jaz), and contextual appropriateness (mura‘at
mugqtada al-hal). The study argues that these strategies enable clear, persuasive
philosophical prose and influenced later Arabic stylistics by establishing restraint
and clarity as key ideals.
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Introduction

Arabic rhetoric (42 constitutes a foundational element of classical Arabic
prose, particularly in works that merge philosophical inquiry with literary
expression. Ibn Sina’s Jthd (v = occupies a distinctive position in this tradition,
as it presents a philosophical vision articulated through symbolic narrative and
refined rhetorical techniques. Although Ibn Sina is primarily celebrated as a
philosopher, this epistle demonstrates his conscious and skillful employment of
Arabic rhetorical devices such as «_ilazY/ s jleiw¥/ ¢ _jo Jand Jat/ zida sle/ s This
thesis examines the characteristic features of Arabic rhetoric in Jtsd v =
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through direct textual evidence and evaluates its influence on the evolution of
Arabic stylistics.
Allegorical Narrative and Symbolic Expression (_i<_)
The most prominent rhetorical feature of Jlsé (v = is its reliance on allegory as
a mode of philosophical exposition. The narrative framework itself is symbolic,
a fact made clear from the opening address of the text:
«ll oS3 Lo Gl oo on ol 0 SIS LT Y Uil ale ]y
This introductory formula reflects what classical rhetoricians describe as 4e/y
LlginY] preparing the reader for a discourse that transcends literal narration. The
character of (=is not a historical individual but a symbolic representation of the
human intellect in its natural disposition toward knowledge. Ibn Sina reinforces
this allegorical dimension by describing the gradual ascent of the soul:
«s@lia ) saalio o g cs (A s e S0 S plE Ly
Here, rhetorical progression mirrors epistemological development. The use of
repetition and parallel structure enhances semantic cohesion while guiding the
reader through an abstract intellectual process.
Metaphor and Figurative Language (_wsails 5 iyl
Ibn Sina extensively employs metaphor to render abstract philosophical
concepts intelligible through sensory imagery. One of the most frequently
recurring metaphors in the text is that of light as knowledge:
«ABL 4 cLaiald « s/ alle o ule (5450154 GIS,
This passage exemplifies 4y ruaill 5 leivY] where intellectual illumination is
expressed through the physical phenomenon of light. Such imagery aligns with
established Arabic rhetorical traditions while serving a philosophical function.
Similarly, the separation of the soul from corporeal constraints is articulated
through vivid figurative language:
«ld 0 HIS dio il lgalle (A duadi Cilla g el (5 48 dde Culadl gy
The metaphorical dissolution of bodily “bonds” demonstrates how rhetorical
imagery is used to convey metaphysical transcendence. Rather than explaining
the concept discursively, Ibn Sina allows the image itself to carry the
philosophical meaning.
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Lexical Precision and Dichotomy (_ikaz¥/s 4usllf 4411)
A defining characteristic of Ibn Sina’s rhetorical style is his commitment to
lexical precision. The language of Jlhé (v = avoids excessive ornamentation
while maintaining philosophical rigor. This balance is evident in passages dealing
with self-awareness and intellect:
«lro Jinll g  sinall Jind o Jing 451 Jic g o515 Jic 25 g8 [ildy
This statement exemplifies _ils7¥) condensing complex epistemological claims
into a concise syntactic structure. The parallelism reinforces clarity and
emphasizes the unity of subject, act, and object of cognition. Such rhetorical
economy had a lasting impact on Arabic philosophical prose, establishing clarity
as a stylistic ideal.
Contextual Appropriateness (st ziio sle/ 1)
One of the central principles of Arabic rhetoric is JaJ/ ~aio sle/ 1o which refers
to adapting discourse to the intellectual and emotional state of the audience. Ibn
Sina carefully modulates his style to suit the contemplative nature of the subject
matter. Philosophical conclusions are not imposed abruptly but emerge
organically from narrative experience:
o pu Lo 46 )l g cdunin (o p Loy s sadl [ Sl 4 (]S 50leal] 5 aledy,
The rhetorical force of this passage lies in its presentation of philosophical truth
as an experiential realization rather than a doctrinal assertion. The reader is
rhetorically persuaded through identification with the protagonist’s journey.
Persuasion through Narrative Progression (_wilwl/ _ue £LidY))
Rather than employing explicit argumentative rhetoric, Ibn Sina relies on indirect
persuasion through narrative sequencing. The reader follows the intellectual
development of (=step by step, arriving at metaphysical truths through
contemplation. This strategy reflects a sophisticated understanding of rhetorical
psychology:
«epl sl ol i o oY) T8 Gl i 55y
Such passages demonstrate how rhetorical <+ ~and gradual exposition function
as persuasive tools. The absence of polemical language enhances the
contemplative tone of the work and reinforces its stylistic coherence.
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Influence on Arabic Stylistics
The rhetorical model established in t5ér (v = exerted a profound influence on
later Arabic prose, particularly philosophical and allegorical writings. Ibn Sina
demonstrated that Arabic rhetorical resources could accommodate abstract
philosophical discourse without sacrificing elegance or clarity. This legacy is
evident in later works that adopt symbolic narration and rhetorical restraint as
stylistic principles.
The author himself explicitly acknowledges the limits of disclosure, a notion
deeply rooted in Arabic rhetorical ethics:
«iy Gla NG L I8 Y 5 s & alei La IS il 53

This aphoristic statement reflects an acute awareness of audience, context, and
rhetorical responsibility, principles that became central to later stylistic theory.
Conclusion
A close examination of Js& (v = reveals that Ibn Sina’s contribution to Arabic
literature extends far beyond philosophy. Through deliberate use of ¢ o/

syl s jleivYhnd JaJ aio sle/ 4 he crafted a rhetorically sophisticated text
capable of expressing complex metaphysical ideas with clarity and aesthetic
balance. The work played a crucial role in shaping Arabic stylistics by
legitimizing symbolic philosophical prose and establishing rhetorical economy as
a stylistic norm. Consequently, Jts& (v - stands as a seminal text in the history
of Arabic rhetoric and literary expression.
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In arabic:
Ls cpl — 58y 00 o~ (attributed work) e sase (pania A j3 5 Gaiat; a8y oy (o~ i
2 soed) s Jida 0l 5 L (3Y Edited by ¢0el 2eal with commentary by a¢ ) s and
Calrall Hha e deae — 3 M dal Il dxaall 2008.
el de cjbai¥) — oDy gl 8l 3 g ey Cluadld; )l 2
il A all Ay jall gl 1404 - / 1984 &,
Alda; Lins 0¥ Uy (5 o Al Ailagall A jlial)l — dilhars & 52y dlae V01.8, No. 1 3
(2018), pp.54-69.
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