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Abstract

This study, entitled “The Impact of Rijal Methodologies in the Imami and Sunni
Schools on the Authority of Authentic Hadith: A Comparative Study,” aims to
examine the role of Rijal science in evaluating hadith narrations and to analyze
how methodological differences between the two schools affect the acceptance or
rejection of authentic hadith.

Rijal science is considered one of the fundamental disciplines concerned with
investigating the reliability, integrity, and credibility of narrators in order to
distinguish between authentic and weak hadiths. As such, it represents a central
tool in both jurisprudential and theological deduction.

The study focuses on analyzing the Rijal methodologies adopted by the Imami
school, which include both the isnad-based approach that emphasizes the chain

97 |Page




Modern American Journal of Social Sciences

and Humanities
ISSN (E): 3067-8153
Volume 2, Issue 4, April, 2026

Website: usajournals.org
This work is Licensed under CC BY 4.0 a Creative Commons Attribution
4.0 International License.

AMERICAN JOURNALS

of transmission and the sudiir-based approach that relies on contextual indicators
and assurance of issuance. This is compared with the Sunni methodology, which
primarily depends on the principles of al-jarh wa al-ta"dil and strict criteria for
assessing the authenticity of both the chain and the text.

Furthermore, the research discusses the impact of these methodological
differences on the concept of the authority (hujjiyyah) of authentic hadith. It
highlights that variations in narrator evaluation standards and criteria for
authentication lead to differences in the acceptance of certain hadiths between the
two schools. The study concludes that Rijal methodology plays a decisive role in
the formulation of Islamic legal rulings and that understanding these
methodological differences contributes to enriching comparative studies and
fostering scholarly dialogue between the two traditions.

Keywords: Rijal Methodologies, Imamiya, Ahl al-Sunnah, 1lm al-Rijal, Sahih
Hadith, Textual Criticism.
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