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Abstract

This article explores the pivotal role of legal education and spiritual development
of youth within the transformative context of New Uzbekistan. It posits these
areas as fundamental strategic priorities essential for ensuring the nation's
sustainable future and fostering a harmoniously developed personality. Special
attention is given to cultivating legal culture and high moral values among the
younger generation. The paper analyzes current challenges and proposes ways to
enhance state policy and public initiatives in this domain.
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Annotatsiya:

Ushbu maqola Yangi O'zbekiston sharoitida yoshlarning huquqiy tarbiyasi va
ma'naviy rivojlanishining hal giluvchi rolini o'rganadi. Unda ushbu yo'nalishlar
mamlakatning barqaror kelajagini ta'minlash va har tomonlama rivojlangan
shaxsni shakllantirish uchun muhim strategik ustuvorliklar sifatida ko'rib
chiqiladi. Yosh avlod orasida huquqiy madaniyat va yuksak axloqiy qadriyatlarni
shakllantirishga alohida e'tibor garatilgan. Ishda dolzarb muammolar tahlil
qilinadi va ushbu sohada davlat siyosati hamda jamoat tashabbuslarini
takomillashtirish yo'llari taklif etiladi.

Kalit so'zlar: huquqiy tarbiya, ma'naviy rivojlanish, yoshlar, yangi O'zbekiston,
strategik ustuvorlik, huquqiy madaniyat, axloqiy qadriyatlar, davlat siyosati

AHHOTAIUSA

Crarbs MOCBSILIIEHA WCCIEAOBAHUIO KIIFOUEBOM POJIM MPABOBOIO BOCHUTAHUS U
OYXOBHOTO pa3BUTHS MOJIOIEKU B YCIOBHSIX mpeoOpasoBanuii Hosoro
V30ekucrana. DTU HampaBl€HUs PAaCCMATPUBAIOTCS KakK (yHIaMEHTAJIbHbIE
CTpaTernyecKue MPUOPUTETHI, 0OECIICUNBAIOIIUE YCTOWUMBOE OyaylIee CTpaHbl
U (QopMHpOBaHME TapMOHHUYHO pa3BUTOM JUYHOCTH. (Ocoboe BHUMaHUE
yaenserca (OPMHUPOBAHUIO TPABOBOW KYyJAbTYpPbl M BBICOKUX MOpPaJIbHBIX
LEHHOCTEW Cpelld MOJIOJOTO MOoKojIeHus. B paboTe aHanu3upyroTcs akTyalbHbIE
BBI30BBI U TMPEAJIaratoTCs IMYTH COBEPILICHCTBOBAHMS TOCYJAPCTBEHHOM
MOJINTUKH U OOIIECTBEHHBIX MHULIMATUB B JAHHO cdepe.

KiarwueBble coBa: IMpaBOBOC BOCIIMTAHUC, JJYXOBHOC 343BUTHUC, MOJIOICKD,

HOBBIM  Y30€KHWCTaH, CTpAaTeTHYEeCKUN TMPUOPHUTET, TNPaBOBas KyJIbTypa,
MOpaJIbHBbIE HEHHOCTH, TOCYAAPCTBEHHAsI OJIUTUKA
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Introduction

The new Uzbekistan, having entered a phase of large-scale transformation,
identifies youth as a key strategic resource and driving force of its development.
With almost a quarter of the population made up of young people and 270,000
young families formed annually, the state recognizes the critical importance of
investing in human capital [1]. The development of an educated, healthy,
proactive, and patriotic young generation is not only a social task but also the
foundation for building a democratic, rule-of-law state and a prosperous society
[1, 4]. In this context, legal education and the spiritual development of youth are
interrelated and complementary priorities of state policy, aimed at creating a
harmonious individual capable of actively participating in the country's
modernization.

The relevance of this study stems from the unprecedented attention paid to youth
policy in the new Uzbekistan. In recent years, a number of strategic documents
and legislative acts have been adopted emphasizing this priority. Thus, the
"Strategy "Youth of the New Uzbekistan - 2030" aims to fully unlock the potential
of 9.5 million young people, covering the areas of employment, education,
entrepreneurship, volunteering, and support for young families [1]. State policy
1s aimed at overcoming legal nihilism and developing a deep respect for the law,
which is the basis of the legal culture of the individual and society [4, 5]. At the
same time, the "Concept of Continuous Spiritual Education", approved in 2019,
initiated by President Shavkat Mirziyoyev, emphasizes that spirituality is the
"heart and soul" of society, and is designed to integrate values into the practical
skills of young people [6]. These initiatives demonstrate the state's
comprehensive approach to the formation of a comprehensively developed
individual, where legal literacy and high moral principles are inextricably linked.
Despite significant efforts, including the establishment of the "Youth is Our
Future" Fund to support entrepreneurship [3], the expansion of quotas in higher
education and the opening of branches of foreign universities [2], and the
implementation of five initiatives to engage young people in culture, sports, and
IT [3], challenges remain. These include issues of employment, the prevention of
youth crime, and the need to more deeply ingrain patriotic feelings [3]. Of
particular importance is the task of not only informing about rights and
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responsibilities, but also instilling a belief in the need to comply with the law and
the ability to actively counter lawlessness [5]. Research into these aspects, as well
as an analysis of the effectiveness of ongoing programs and institutional
mechanisms, is critical for further improving the system of legal education and
spiritual development, ensuring the sustainable development of the New
Uzbekistan.

The purpose of this study is to comprehensively analyze the state policy of the
New Uzbekistan in the area of legal education and spiritual development of youth,
identify its strategic priorities, assess the effectiveness of existing mechanisms,
and develop evidence-based recommendations for their further improvement.

To determine the theoretical and methodological foundations of legal education
and spiritual development of the individual in the context of contemporary
challenges and national priorities of the New Uzbekistan.

To analyze the state policy of the New Uzbekistan as a strategic priority in
working with youth, including the legislative framework and program documents
adopted after 2020.

To examine the institutional mechanisms and practical experience of
implementing legal education and spiritual development programs for youth at
various levels.

To conduct a critical analysis of current challenges and problems and evaluate the
effectiveness of existing programs and initiatives.

To develop promising arecas of development and formulate specific
recommendations for improving the system of legal education and spiritual
development of youth in the New Uzbekistan. Literature Review

This literature review analyzes the current academic and political discourse
shaping the theoretical and methodological foundations and practical approaches
to the legal education and spiritual development of youth in the New Uzbekistan.
The study draws on key strategic documents, legislative acts, and scientific
publications published since 2020, reflecting the state's unprecedented attention
to the development of harmonious, law-conscious, and spiritually rich
individuals. The purpose of this section is to systematize existing knowledge,
identify key concepts, analyze the mechanisms used, and identify current
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challenges, thereby laying a solid foundation for further research into public
policy in this area.

In the context of legal education of youth, contemporary academic thought and
public policy in the New Uzbekistan emphasize the development of not just
awareness of legal norms but also a deep legal culture. This concept, as
emphasized in a number of sources, goes beyond simple knowledge of the law,
encompassing a high level of legal awareness, a conviction in the need to comply
with legal regulations, and active, socially oriented legal behavior. An individual's
legal culture encompasses not only knowledge of rights and responsibilities but
also their practical observance, as well as the ability to engage in proactive legal
activities, such as preventing offenses, combating lawlessness, and maintaining
public order. This comprehensive approach, expressed by the formula "know -
respect - observe" the laws, is the cornerstone of building a democratic state
governed by the rule of law, as enshrined in Uzbekistan's strategic documents [4].
The state strives to overcome legal nihilism, which can hinder the effective
functioning of the legal system, and to establish universal respect for the law by
improving the quality of legislation and strengthening the rule of law [4]. The
updated Constitution of Uzbekistan, adopted in 2023, serves as a powerful tool
for enshrining these principles, guaranteeing the rights and freedoms of citizens
and emphasizing the role of education in developing legal literacy [4]. Thus, legal
education is considered as a continuous process aimed at the internalization of
legal norms and values, turning them into personal convictions and motives of
behavior, which is the key to the stability and development of society.

The further development of the concept of legal culture in the New Uzbekistan
presupposes its integration into the broader system of spiritual values of society.
The legal culture of society, as noted, is an integral part of its spiritual heritage,
including developed legal awareness, perfect legislation, an effective and
independent justice system, guaranteed rights and freedoms of citizens, as well
as strong legal traditions and widespread legal literacy [4]. In this context, the
state's efforts are aimed at creating conditions in which every citizen, and
especially young people, not only understands their rights and responsibilities,
but also actively participates in their implementation and protection. The
principle of "individual - family - mahalla - educational institution - organization
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- society" underlies the systematic approach to improving legal culture, ensuring
its continuity and inclusiveness [4]. The use of mass media, educational programs
and active public involvement are designed to form a society of informed and
responsible citizens, which is critically important for building a sustainable and
prosperous New Uzbekistan [4]. Along with legal education, the spiritual
development of youth is recognized as an equally important strategic priority.
President Shavkat Mirziyoyev has repeatedly emphasized that spirituality is the
"heart and soul" of society, as important as a strong market economy for building
a "New Uzbekistan" [6]. This statement formed the basis of the "Concept of
Continuous Spiritual Education," approved at the end of 2019, but further
developed and understood in subsequent years, including through scientific and
philosophical analysis presented in the literature after 2020 [6]. This Concept
represents an innovative approach that defines the specific content, social status,
and expected outcomes of spiritual education, highlighting it as an independent
element in the educational system. It aims to integrate values into the practical
skills of young people, bridging the gap between theoretical knowledge of
spiritual and moral principles and their practical application in everyday life [6].
The concept of lifelong spiritual education, analyzed in modern research, has a
broader and deeper meaning compared to other forms of education, such as moral,
artistic and aesthetic, religious, legal, or political [6]. It fulfills an integrative
function, enriching the overall spiritual world of the individual and promoting the
formation of a holistic worldview. Developed on the basis of a presidential decree
of 2017, the Concept combines strategic and tactical approaches to its
implementation, indicating its long-term and comprehensive nature [6]. The main
objective is to ensure that young people not only possess knowledge of spiritual
and moral values but also are able to transform this knowledge into sustainable
practical habits and behavioral models. This requires innovative pedagogical
approaches and constant attention to the formation of value orientations that will
serve as the basis for responsible decision-making and active participation in
society.

One of the key problems identified in the literature is the difficulty of translating
theoretical knowledge about spiritual and moral values into practical skills and
everyday habits among young people [6]. This gap between theory and action
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poses a serious challenge to the system of spiritual education. To overcome this,
the Concept proposes not only systematic training but also the creation of an
environment conducive to the practical application of learned values. This
includes the development of an active civic stance, empathy, responsibility,
diligence, and patriotism. Spiritual development, therefore, is not limited to the
assimilation of cultural heritage but also involves the formation of an active,
creative attitude toward the world, a willingness to improve, and service to
society.

The relationship between legal education and spiritual development is a central
theme in contemporary Uzbek politics and academic thought. These two areas are
viewed as complementary priorities of state policy, aimed at creating a
harmonious individual capable of actively participating in the country's
modernization. Spiritual development, based on high moral principles, national
values, and humanistic ideals, serves as the foundation for cultivating a deep
respect for the law and order. Individuals with a strong moral core are more likely
to adhere to legal norms not out of fear of punishment, but out of an inner
conviction of their fairness and necessity for the public good. Legal education, in
turn, provides a clear framework and mechanisms for implementing the
individual's ethical system, teaching young people rights and responsibilities,
principles of justice, and the rule of law. Thus, a well-rounded individual is
formed, where legal literacy and high moral principles are inextricably linked,
which is the key to building an educated, healthy, proactive, and patriotic young
generation [1, 4, 6].

The strategic priority of youth policy in the New Uzbekistan is reflected in a
number of policy documents and legislative acts adopted since 2020. One of the
most significant is the draft strategy "Youth of the New Uzbekistan — 2030,"
which was presented to President Shavkat Mirziyoyev and represents the
country's first comprehensive youth policy [1]. This strategy aims to fully unlock
the potential of 9.5 million young people, who constitute almost a quarter of the
38 million population, and actively engages them in national development, taking
into account the annual formation of 270,000 young families [1]. Priority areas
include ensuring youth employment and entrepreneurship, developing high-
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quality and inclusive education, promoting foreign languages, expanding
vocational training, and supporting young families [1].

The "Youth of the New Uzbekistan — 2030" strategy sets ambitious goals to be
achieved by 2030. These include the annual employment of 600,000 young
people, the involvement of 900,000 in volunteer activities, increasing the number
of training centers to 90,000, and achieving B2 level proficiency in foreign
languages for 450,000 young people [1]. The objectives also include reducing
youth crime, providing annual mortgage support to at least 10,000 young
families, and reducing the psychological risk group by 40% [1]. To stimulate
these processes, financial incentives are provided for educational centers and for
knowledge of foreign languages, grants for volunteer activities, and international
cooperation programs involving 100,000 Uzbek young people [1]. The President
emphasized that all initiatives should contribute to the development of an
educated, healthy, proactive, and patriotic young generation, which directly
correlates with the goals of legal and spiritual development [1].

More broadly, the "Uzbekistan 2030 Strategy" also includes key objectives aimed
at developing youth and strengthening the legal culture. Within the framework of
this strategy, it is planned to increase the number of non-governmental general
education organizations to 1,000, increase the enrollment of young people in
higher education to at least 50%, and increase the number of lawyers by at least
2,000 [4]. These measures demonstrate a systemic approach to shaping an
intellectual and law-conscious society. The updated Constitution of Uzbekistan,
adopted in 2023, further strengthens these efforts by including articles
guaranteeing the right to education and recognizing the vital role of teachers,
which forms the foundation for the implementation of all youth initiatives [4].
The legislative framework regulating youth policy is constantly being improved.
Although the "Law on State Youth Policy" was signed in 2016, its provisions
remain relevant and serve as the basis for subsequent regulations [2, 3]. An
important step was the adoption in 2020 of a decree that significantly elevated the
status of youth policy and established June 30 as "Youth Day," emphasizing the
special significance of this segment of the population for the state [3]. In 2021,
the "Year of Youth Support" was declared, demonstrating the continued attention
to youth issues at the highest level [3]. These legislative and policy initiatives
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demonstrate that Uzbekistan views youth development as a top priority of state
policy, essential for national prosperity [2].

Uzbekistan also actively advocates for youth rights in the international arena.
President Shavkat Mirziyoyev's proposal to adopt a UN Convention on the Rights
of Youth, prompted by the fact that the global youth population exceeds two
billion people and requires protection from extremism, was warmly received by
the international community [2]. This initiative underscores not only Uzbekistan's
domestic but also its global responsibility in youth policy, positioning the country
as a leader in shaping the international agenda to protect the interests of the
younger generation.

Various institutional mechanisms are being created and are actively operating to
implement strategic priorities. One of the most significant is the State Program
"Yoshlar — Kelajagimiz" (Youth — Our Future), launched in 2018 and continuing
to operate after 2020, providing preferential loans and leasing at 7% per annum
to support youth business initiatives and start-ups [2, 3]. This fund plays a key
role in stimulating entrepreneurial activity among young people, helping to
address employment issues and develop the country's economic potential.
Significant reforms are also being implemented in the field of education, directly
contributing to legal and spiritual development. The introduction of an 11-year
school system, the expansion of higher education quotas, and the opening of
branches of more than 15 foreign universities demonstrate a commitment to
ensuring young people's access to high-quality and inclusive education [2]. More
than half of the state budget's social spending is allocated to education,
underscoring the scale of investment in human capital [2]. These measures aim
to develop highly qualified specialists and well-rounded individuals capable of
critical thinking and innovation.

In addition to formal education, other initiatives are being implemented to engage
young people in culture, sports, and information technology. The implementation
of five presidential initiatives to engage young people in culture and art, sports,
IT literacy, reading, and women's employment exemplifies a comprehensive
approach to youth development [3]. These initiatives contribute not only to the
development of specific skills but also to the formation of a healthy lifestyle,
cultural outlook, and active citizenship. The introduction of the “Mard Ugloni”
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and “Kelajak Bunyodkori” awards serves as an additional incentive to encourage
the achievements of young people in various fields [3].

The system for enhancing legal culture and spiritual education is built on a multi-
layered principle encompassing all areas of a young person's life. The principle
of "individual - family - mahalla - educational institution - organization - society"
ensures the continuity and comprehensiveness of the educational process [4]. This
enables the integration of legal and spiritual values into everyday life, beginning
at an early age and continuing throughout life. The active use of media,
educational programs, and broad public engagement contribute to the
development of informed and responsible citizens capable of actively
participating in society and countering negative phenomena [4].

Despite significant efforts and successes, the literature and strategic documents
of the New Uzbekistan also identify pressing challenges requiring further
attention and improvement. One of the key issues remains youth employment,
despite the creation of the "Youth is Our Future" Foundation and the expansion
of quotas in higher education [1, 3]. High youth unemployment can lead to social
tensions and an outflow of qualified personnel. Another serious challenge is
preventing crime among young people, which requires not only strengthening law
enforcement measures but also more in-depth work to develop legal awareness
and spiritual values [1, 3].

Of particular importance is the task of not simply informing about rights and
responsibilities, but also fostering a conviction in the need to comply with the
law, as well as the ability to actively combat lawlessness [4]. This requires a shift
from passive assimilation of information to active legal behavior. Furthermore,
there remains a need to more deeply ingrain patriotic feelings, which are an
important component of spiritual development and civic identity [3]. As noted in
research, young people, despite possessing knowledge of spiritual and moral
values, often face difficulties in translating them into practical habits, creating a
gap between theory and action [6]. Overcoming this gap requires innovative
approaches and constant attention to the development of value orientations.

The need to overcome legal nihilism in society and foster a deep respect for the
law remains a central task [4]. This includes not only educational work but also
ensuring the unconditional rule of law, transparency, and fairness in the legal
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system. Only if young people see the law in action and justice in society will they
be willing to actively participate in its development and protection. Thus, the
literature review reveals the complex nature of challenges, requiring multifaceted
solutions encompassing economic, social, educational, and cultural measures.

In conclusion, the literature review demonstrates that legal education and the
spiritual development of youth are strategic priorities of the New Uzbekistan,
deeply integrated into public policy and the legislative framework. Contemporary
research and official documents published since 2020 emphasize the complex
nature of these processes, their interconnectedness, and their focus on developing
a well-rounded, patriotic, and law-conscious individual. A shift from a declarative
approach to systemic implementation through the creation of institutional
mechanisms, educational reforms, and the active involvement of young people is
noted. However, despite significant efforts, challenges remain related to
employment, crime prevention, deepening patriotic feelings, and transforming
theoretical knowledge into practical skills. These aspects require further scientific
understanding and the development of effective solutions, underscoring the
relevance and significance of this study for the sustainable development of the
New Uzbekistan.

This study, devoted to the analysis of legal education and spiritual development
of youth as a strategic priority of the New Uzbekistan, is based on a
comprehensive methodology combining elements of qualitative and quantitative
approaches. The choice of this methodological framework is motivated by the
multifaceted and in-depth nature of the problematic under study, which requires
not only identifying the formal provisions of state policy but also critically
examining its content and implementation mechanisms, as well as assessing its
effectiveness and identifying existing challenges. The study is interdisciplinary
in nature, integrating approaches from jurisprudence, sociology, political science,
pedagogy, and cultural studies, allowing for a comprehensive examination of the
relationship between legal culture and spirituality in the context of developing a
harmonious individual and the sustainable development of society.

The overall research paradigm of this study is interpretive, which implies a deep
understanding of the meaning and context of public policy, rather than just a
superficial description. Within this paradigm, the emphasis is on examining how
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the concepts of legal education and spiritual development are constructed,
articulated, and legitimized in the official discourse of the New Uzbekistan. This
allows us to go beyond a simple listing of legislative acts and programs, delving
into the analysis of the value systems, ideological foundations, and strategic
guidelines that shape state youth policy. Understanding these underlying aspects
1s critical for assessing how effectively the state invests in human capital and
develops an educated, healthy, proactive, and patriotic young generation capable
of actively participating in the country's modernization [1]. An interpretive
approach also allows us to understand how stated priorities relate to challenges
identified in the literature, such as employment, crime prevention, and the need
for a more deeply rooted patriotic feeling [3]. The study's design is a
comprehensive policy analysis with case study elements, using the example of
New Uzbekistan. This approach allows for a detailed examination of the specifics
of national policy in the areas of legal education and spiritual development of
youth, taking into account the country's unique socio-cultural and political
context. The study incorporates a longitudinal aspect, focusing on the analysis of
documents and initiatives adopted since 2020, allowing for the tracing of the
dynamics and evolution of public policy during this period of large-scale
transformation. Critical evaluation is an integral part of the design, aimed at
comparing stated goals and objectives with the actual mechanisms for their
implementation and potential results. This allows not only to describe the existing
system but also to identify its strengths and weaknesses and identify areas for
further improvement. To analyze the public policy of the New Uzbekistan,
including the legislative framework and policy documents adopted since 2020
(Task 2), and to examine the institutional mechanisms and practical experience
of program implementation (Task 3), the research design includes the systematic
collection and analysis of data from various sources.

Data sources for this study will be divided into primary and secondary. Primary
sources include official documents of a normative and legal nature or defining the
strategic directions of public policy. In particular, an in-depth analysis will be
conducted of key strategic documents such as the draft strategy "Youth of the
New Uzbekistan - 2030" [1], "Strategy "Uzbekistan - 2030" [4], "Concept of
Continuous Spiritual Education" [6], as well as the updated Constitution of
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Uzbekistan, adopted in 2023 [4]. Particular attention will be paid to the legislative
acts regulating the state youth policy, including the 2020 decree, which
significantly elevated the status of youth policy and established June 30 as "Youth
Day" [3], as well as the provisions of the "Law on State Youth Policy", signed in
2016, but continuing to serve as the basis for subsequent regulations adopted after
2020 [2, 3]. The analysis will also include resolutions of the Cabinet of Ministers,
decrees of the President concerning youth policy, education development, support
for entrepreneurship and crime prevention, as well as speeches and statements of
President Shavkat Mirziyoyev, which form the strategic priorities and ideological
basis of the ongoing reforms [1, 3, 6]. In addition, official reports of government
agencies, statistical data on youth-related indicators (e.g. employment rate, higher
education enrollment, youth crime dynamics, number of young families, volumes
of support for entrepreneurship), which will make it possible to assess progress
in achieving the stated goals will be used [1, 4].

Secondary data sources include academic articles, monographs, and dissertations
published since 2020, focusing on legal education, spiritual development, youth
policy in Uzbekistan, and related issues. These sources will deepen the theoretical
and methodological foundations of the study (Objective 1) and provide expert
assessments of existing problems and challenges. Analytical reports from
international organizations (such as the UN, UNESCO, and the OSCE), NGOs,
and think tanks, which may contain independent assessments and
recommendations on youth policy and human rights, will also be analyzed. Media
publications covering the implementation of youth initiatives, public discussions,
and expert opinions will also be reviewed to obtain a broader picture of the
perception and effectiveness of public policy.

Documentary Analysis: A systematic study and interpretation of all the above-
mentioned official documents. This method will identify the formal provisions of
public policy, trace the evolution of its priorities, and assess the degree of detail
and concretization in various legal acts. Particular attention will be paid to
identifying the relationship between legal education and spiritual development,
as reflected in official texts [1, 4, 6].

Content Analysis: Quantitative and qualitative analysis of text data to identify the
frequency of use of key terms (e.g., "legal education," "spiritual development,"”
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"youth," "strategic priority," "New Uzbekistan"), as well as to identify the main
themes, categories, and emphases in official documents and speeches. This
method will allow us to trace changes in the rhetoric and priorities of public policy
after 2020, as well as to identify which aspects of legal and spiritual development
receive the most and least attention.

Discourse Analysis: Examining how the concepts of legal education and spiritual
development are constructed and presented in official discourse. This method will
reveal the hidden meanings, ideological attitudes, and power relations that shape
public policy towards youth. This study will analyze how official discourse
shapes the image of "ideal" youth, what values are promoted, and how these
values relate to the goals of building a democratic, rule-of-law state and a
prosperous society [1, 4].

Data analysis methods will include both qualitative and, where appropriate,
quantitative approaches.

Thematic analysis: Identification of recurring themes, patterns, and categories in
the collected text data. This method will be used to systematize information on
public policy, institutional mechanisms, and practical experience in implementing
legal education and spiritual development programs for youth (tasks 2 and 3). For
example, topics related to employment, educational development,
entrepreneurship support, crime prevention, patriotism, and overcoming legal
nihilism, which were identified as key challenges, will be highlighted [1, 3, 4].
Comparative analysis: A comparison of the stated goals and objectives of public
policy with the actual mechanisms for their implementation and the results
achieved. A comparison of various initiatives and programs, as well as their
effectiveness in various areas (e.g., educational reforms, entrepreneurship support
programs, cultural and sports initiatives) will be conducted [1, 2, 3]. This method
will also compare the approaches of the New Uzbekistan with general
international standards and best practices in the field of youth policy and youth
rights, especially in light of President Shavkat Mirziyoyev's proposal to adopt the
UN Convention on the Rights of Youth [2].

Critical Analysis: An assessment of public policies and programs in terms of their
alignment with the principles of equity, effectiveness, sustainability, and human
rights. This method will enable a critical analysis of current challenges and
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problems and an evaluation of the effectiveness of programs and initiatives (Task
4). Potential gaps between stated goals and actual results will be analyzed, and
possible negative consequences or unintended effects of policies will be
identified. Particular attention will be paid to assessing how effectively policies
bridge the gap between theoretical knowledge of spiritual and moral principles
and their practical application in the daily lives of young people [6].

Systemic Analysis: A study of the relationships and interdependencies between
various elements of public policy, institutional mechanisms, and social processes.
This method will allow legal education and spiritual development to be
considered not as isolated phenomena, but as parts of a single, integrated system
aimed at developing a well-rounded individual. It will analyze how the principle
of "individual - family - mahalla - educational institution - organization - society"
ensures the continuity and comprehensiveness of the educational process [4].
Interpretive Analysis: Understanding the meanings and interpretations attached
to key concepts ("legal education," "spiritual development," "patriotism") by
various public policy actors. This method will allow us to identify how these
concepts influence the development of specific programs and initiatives.
Statistical Analysis: Using statistical data (e.g., youth employment rates, crime
dynamics, higher education enrollment, number of volunteer program
participants) to assess the impact of implemented policies and programs [1, 4].
An analysis of trends and dynamics of key indicators will be conducted, which
will allow for an objective assessment of effectiveness.

Indicator Analysis: Comparison of achieved results with targets set in strategic
documents, such as "Youth of the New Uzbekistan — 2030" (e.g., annual
employment of 600,000 young people, involvement of 900,000 in volunteer
activities, reduction of youth crime, achievement of B2 level of foreign language
proficiency for 450,000 young people) [1]. This will allow us to assess progress
toward achieving strategic goals and identify areas requiring additional attention.
Stage 1: Preparatory. This stage will involve an in-depth study of the theoretical
and methodological foundations of legal education and spiritual development,
which have already been partially reflected in the literature review. Existing
concepts and approaches will be systematized, and the research framework and
methodology will be refined.
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Stage 2: Data Collection. This stage will involve the systematic collection of
primary and secondary data through documentary analysis, content analysis, and
discourse analysis. A database will be compiled from legislative acts, strategic
documents, official reports, and scientific publications adopted and published
since 2020.

Stage 3: Data Analysis and Interpretation. The collected data will be subjected to
qualitative (thematic, comparative, critical, systemic, and interpretive analysis)
and, where necessary, quantitative (statistical and indicator analysis). This stage
will identify key trends, challenges, and achievements in the area of legal
education and spiritual development of youth in New Uzbekistan. The
effectiveness of current programs and institutional mechanisms will be assessed.
Stage 4: Synthesis of Results and Development of Recommendations. Based on
the analysis, the main findings of the study will be synthesized. Promising
development directions will be developed, and specific, scientifically sound
recommendations for improving the system of legal education and spiritual
development of youth in New Uzbekistan will be formulated, which corresponds
to the final objective of the study (Objective 5).

The rationale for the choice of methods lies in their ability to ensure a
comprehensive and in-depth study of a complex and multifaceted issue.
Documentary analysis, content analysis, and discourse analysis are most suitable
for studying public policy, as they allow one to work with official texts and
identify their content, structure, and hidden meanings. These methods ensure a
high degree of objectivity and reproducibility of results with a systematic
approach. Qualitative methods of analysis (thematic, comparative, critical,
systemic, interpretive) allow one not only to describe but also to explain the
identified phenomena, understand their context and interrelations, and conduct a
critical evaluation. They are especially important for the analysis of concepts such
as "spiritual development," which are difficult to measure purely quantitatively.
The use of quantitative methods (statistical analysis, indicator analysis)
complements the qualitative approach, allowing one to objectify the assessment
of program effectiveness and compare it with specific targets set in strategic
documents [1, 4]. Data triangulation, that is, the use of multiple sources and
methods to study the same phenomenon, increases the validity and reliability of
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research results, providing a more complete and reliable picture. The chosen
methods allow us to directly address all of the research objectives, from analyzing
public policy and institutional mechanisms to critically assessing challenges and
developing recommendations.

The study has several limitations. First, it relies heavily on the analysis of publicly
available official documents and academic publications. This may mean that
some aspects of policy implementation not reflected in official sources or
academic literature may remain unexplored. Second, although the study strives
for a critical assessment, it 1s limited by data availability and may not fully reflect
all the complexities and nuances of policy implementation on the ground, nor the
opinions and experiences of all stakeholders (e.g., youth themselves, parents,
teachers, and mahalla representatives). Third, measuring qualitative categories
such as "spiritual development" and "patriotism" is always fraught with
methodological difficulties and is subject to varying interpretations. Fourth, the
study's timeframe, limited to the period after 2020, while allowing for the
dynamics of recent reforms to be traced, may not capture the long-term effects or
historical background of certain phenomena. Despite these limitations, the chosen
methodology allows for a deep and comprehensive analysis of the stated issues,
ensuring the scientific validity and practical significance of the findings for
further improvement of the legal education system and the spiritual development
of youth in the New Uzbekistan.

Overall, the study confirms that legal education and spiritual development of
youth are the cornerstone of state policy in the New Uzbekistan, aimed at shaping
well-rounded and responsible individuals. The state consistently implements a
comprehensive approach, enshrined in strategic documents and legislation,
creating institutional mechanisms and multi-level programs. However, despite
significant efforts, challenges remain related to employment, crime prevention,
and the need to deepen the practical application of moral and legal values. Further
improvement of the system requires constant attention to bridging the gap
between theory and practice, strengthening patriotism, and establishing the rule
of law for the sustainable development of society.
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