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Abstract

This article discusses the work carried out during the Soviet era, the work done
by national researchers after independence, and the historiography of scientific
works carried out by foreign researchers, which illuminate the religious policy
pursued by the Soviet government in the Uzbek SSR. In the Soviet period, the
interpretation of these works was carried out mainly from the point of view of
ideology, and one can see a one-sided assessment of the policy of that time.
During the years of independence, the history of this period began to be covered
objectively, and foreign scholars gave an objective assessment, free from
ideology.
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Introduction

When discussing the research conducted on the implementation of religious
policy in the Uzbek SSR under Soviet rule, we see that these scholarly works
cover various aspects of religion and the policies applied to it, reflecting the
period in which they were created and their specific characteristics. The study of
this topic has primarily attracted the attention of historians, Islamic scholars,
orientalists, religious scholars, political scientists, and sociologists.
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Currently, works and scientific research on the topic can be divided into three
groups:

1) literature, articles, and research published during the Soviet era;

2) literature, articles, and scientific works published in the post-independence
period;

3) Research, articles, and literature conducted abroad.

In scientific works, treatises, and articles written in the first decade after the 1917
revolution, the activities of religious institutions and organizations were
somewhat objectively covered. In particular, in a number of books and articles
written by L. Dembo, N. Borisov, V. Bilik, G. Safarov, Sh. Rahim, T. Riskulov,
R. Inogomov, V. Bartold, P. Serbov, A. Nikiforov!, historical information
regarding religious institutions, religious education, and wagqf properties, which
are its material basis, is presented relatively objectively.

After the national-territorial delimitation in Central Asia, during the process of
consolidating Soviet power, the essence of religion and its impact on society were
critically addressed for the first time. In these discussions, religious individuals
were discriminated against, the history of religion was distorted, and a negative
attitude towards religious institutions began to take on an overt nature. The
works? of Yem. Yaroslavsky, A. Ashulin, L. Klimovich, and K. Vasilevsky can
be included in this category.

The works® of Rashidkhan, A. Adkhamov, P. Kukhareki can be cited among the
works created in Soviet historiography without taking into account one-sided,
complex situations and contradictions, bypassing many facts. In them, the main
attention was paid to the activities of such institutions as clubs, red corners and
red teahouses, and collective farmers’ houses, which were considered centers of

! lem6o JI. M. 3emenbHslii ctpoii Boctoka. - I1., 1923; Bopucos H. Oxts16ps B Typkectane. - T., 1922; buuk B.IT Pons koH(beccroHanbHOIM
mKonel B ku3HU Typkecrana // Hayka m mpocsemenue. - T., 1922. Ne 1 - C.18-33; Cacdapos I'. KononuansHas peBoitonust (OIBIT
Typkectana). - M., 1921; Paxum III. Y36ex MaopiuHIHT §Tranaary Ba XO3UPri xonati (Maopud xadyrach MyHOcabaTH GUIaH YHKKAH). -
T., 1923; PeickynoB T. PeBomonnst n kopeHHOe Hacenenus Typkecrana. Yacts 1. 1917-1919 rr. - T., 1925; Mnaramos P. Y36ekckast nHTEILIH-
rerius.-T., 1926; bapronsn B.B. Kynbryphnas xusnp Typkecrana. - JL, 1927; Cepoos I1.1, Hukudopos A./l. HaponHoe npocserieHue B
V36ekucrane. - Camapkang-Tamkent, 1927.

2 SlpocnaBckuii Em. @upka axmoku Tyrpucuaa (Mapkasuii Ha3opaT KOMUCCHSICHHHHT IUIEHYMHIA KWIHHTAH Mabpysa). - Camapkai-
Tomxent, 1928; Amynua A. XoTuH-KH3Jap ypTacuaa AuHra kapmu TamBukoT. Camapkana-Tomkent, 1929; Kmumosmu JI. H.
ColpanucTiieckoe CTPOUTENsCTBO Ha BocToke m penmrus. - Mocksa-Jlenunrpan, 1929; Bacunesckuit K. Venam Ha ciayx0e KoHTppe-
Bouroruu. - M.: 1930; 3enkuna E. Ouepku no arpapaomy Borpocy B Cpenneid Azuu.-M ., 1930.

3 Pammnxon. J{uamit KypGormap. - Camapkanj-TomkeHr, 1928; Vima Myautud. XymocHsnap Tyrapard y4yH AapciMK. - TOIIKEHT-
Camapxkang, 1929; Axanos A. [lud xam nryposap xykymaTu. - Camapkana-Tomkent, 1929; Kyxapckuii 1. Xynocuznap 6aiiHaaMunan tapoust
Ba GaifHayMuHan xaik,. - T., 1933.
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propaganda for the anti-religious policy of the Soviet government. Because, with
the strengthening of the administrative-command system of Soviet power, the
Bolsheviks entrusted cultural and educational institutions with the task of
instilling the dogma of atheism in the consciousness of the masses, further
strengthening it, as well as completely removing religious concepts from people’s
consciousness. Therefore, in the works of the above-mentioned authors, the
history of cultural institutions and the issues of their activities are shown in an
atheistic direction.

During the years of Soviet power, only popular pamphlets and books aimed at
ideological goals were written, and these were commissioned by party bodies;
most works were written at the request of communist ideology. Many popular
science treatises by representatives of social sciences focused on the Islamic
religion, its history, and the Holy Quran®. The authors of these works and treatises
gave a negative assessment of the Islamic religion and its teachings, based on the
prevailing ideological position of the Soviet government at that time. All views
of Islam were assessed as having “reactionary force.” K. Marx's slogan “Religion
is an opium for the people” was considered applicable to Islam as well.

An example of this is A. Abdusamedov’s work “Social Development and Islam™

It analyzes the state of Islam in the territory of the republic before the October
Revolution and under socialism from a Marxist-Leninist point of view. In a
critical spirit, it is stated that Islam was the sole dominant religion in the spiritual
life of the peoples of Central Asia during the period of the Uzbek khanates. The
influence of Russian culture after the conquest of Turkestan by the Russian
Empire, the criticism of the clergy in the works of local progressive, enlightened
poets Furkat, Muqimi, Zavqi, Hamza, Ayni, and others is shown in one way. It is

4 [Metpymes JI.A. VciioM qUHA Ba YHHHT PeakmioH MOXUSTH. -T., 1961; FOcymos D. Vcnom AHUHAHUHT KenrO YHKUIIH Ba YHHHT 3apapiapH.
-T.1962; bonranos P. I'mnedanos U. Peakunonnas kopana. -Kasans, 1962; A6nymiaes B.M. Uro takoe Kopan. -Maxaukana, 1963; Optukos
A. KypboH XaKuaa TaHKuaui mynoxasanap. -T., 1963; lllepmyxamenos C.111. /Tun Ba maxc. -T. 1963; Illnaronos I'.B. [lappunusm Ba AuH. -
T., 1956; Jonrux ®.11. Huma y4yH nunra kapum kypamamus. -T., 1961; Ilerpymmes JI.A. VcioM auHM Ba YHUHT PEAKIMHMOH MOXMATH. -T.,
1961; Cannbae T. Coer Typmym Tap3u Ba uciaom auau. -T.1979; OptukoB A. VbktuMmowuii TapakkHET Ba AMHHUHT Kpusuch. —T1.1979;
OptHkoB A. V36exucTona HCIOM Ba MYCYJIMOHJIAp aXBOJMHHU COXTaJlAIITUPUILIApHU TaHKuM. -T.1981; Ammumos K.3. HMcinom nunHu Ba
XO3MPIU HAeonoruk Kypau sasudanapu. -T., 1983; Caunbaes T. Mcnam u oOwectsa. -M.:Hayka, 1984; JKa66opos C. Kyprou apconanapu
Ba puositiapy. -T.:Pan, 1986; Axmezos O. I/ICJ'IOM Ba XO3MPTH FOsBUI-cuécHii Kypam. -T.: Y36exucton, 1986; Exon A.® HcioM peaxius
Ba aHTUKOMMYHM3M Xu3Mmaruja. -T. V36exucton, 1986; Xukmatos III.M. Hcnom aKuaanapy Ba anTEKOMMYHm3M. —T.: B reapyms, 1986;
YcemonoB M. HcnoM AMHUHUHT PEaKIIMOH MOXHATH Ba aTeucTuk Tapous. -T., 1986; Kymanazapos Y. JluH Ba yHUHT COLMAII ITyY MOXHSATH. -
Kuzzax, 1987; Jlun xakuna yinap Tynnam ty3ysunnap: X.A.AJIHKyJIOB Ba 6. -T.. 1988; I11.M6poxumoB. Jlun Ba MIIIIMiA MyHOCabaTIap. —
T., 1991.

5> AN.A6nycamenos “Corman tTapakkuét Ba uciom” T.: 3736eKHCT0H, 1984.
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noted that “changes in the spiritual life of the people of Turkestan during the rule
of the Russian Empire contributed to the decline of the ideology of Islam and the
formation of a materialistic-atheistic worldview”.

Nevertheless, in a number of studies®, there is evidence and factual data that
reveal some aspects of the problem under study. For example, in the studies of A.
Ardashirov and A. Ortikov, there is information rich in historical facts about the
number and material situation of religious institutions, old-method schools and
otinbibi schools, reading houses, madrasas in the Turkestan ASSR, and later in
the Uzbek SSR, as well as the teaching procedures introduced in these
institutions.

The beginning of the process of restoring national identity and values during the
“Perestroika” years allowed for a more objective study of the history of religion
and religious institutions. It is also noteworthy that some studies have emerged
that express objective views on the role, functions, legal foundations of religion
and believers in society, as well as religious institutions. In particular, A.
Leshinskiy revealed the roots of mistakes and shortcomings in the religious policy
of this government over the 70-year history of Soviet power’. In the works of
S.Eaniev and O.Umarjonov, the atheistic policy of the communists was explained
in a peculiar way®. Through B. Alekseev's research’, the negative attitude of the
Soviet government towards religious institutions and organizations until the
1960s, the consequences of the atheist struggle of the “Godless” organization
were studied on the basis of historical sources. In particular, this work highlights
the mistakes of the Soviet government in its policy of repression against religion
and believers through archival documents.

It can be said that during the period of Soviet rule, many books devoted to
religious policy in the USSR were published in Uzbekistan. However, in these
works, the essence of the problem was not objectively illuminated, and it was
interpreted on the basis of communist ideology.

6 A.Apnaumpos A.®. K Borpocy 0 posii HOBOMETOAHBIX HIKOJIaX (YUEHHbIE 3aIMCKH). - AHIMKaH, 1957; OprutoB A. OKTSIOPS PEBOIOLUICH
Ba S}S6BKHCTOHI[a areusMm TaHTa”acu. - T., 1977

7 Jlemmuckuii A.H. BpeMst HOBBIX ITOX0J0B: O COBETCKOI TOCYIapCTBEHHOM LiepkoBHOE oTHowIeHue. -M.: [Tomurusnar, 1990.

8 TarmeB A.C. MeCTo penuriu B HCTOPHHU TyXBOHBIX IieHHOCTEH. // COopHuK HaydHbIX Tpy 0B TamlIU. - T., 1990; Ymap:konos O. ATenctuk
Tapbusa Kaiita Kypum Macanacu. - ®aprona: Gaprona Hampuérh, 1990.

° Anekcee B.A. Mimo3un u 1ormel. - M.: Tloautusaar, 1991.
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After the Republic of Uzbekistan gained state independence, broad opportunities
and tasks arose for historians, and the attitude of the Soviet government towards
religious policy began to be objectively revealed. On the basis of this process, a
new era in the historiography of the topic under study began. The literature and
research published during this period constitute the next group of the level of
study. In them, the issue began to be considered on the basis of new
methodological approaches, that is, from the point of view of the priority of
universal and national values, historicism, and objectivity. During the years of
independence, a number of works'® were published on the attitude towards
religion and religious customs during the Soviet period, as well as large collective
monographs'!

brochures!?, and articles'® by historians based on new thinking and the ideology
of national independence. They provide information about the religious
environment and the activities of religious institutions during the period of the
Uzbek SSR, and describe the essence of the atheistic policy of the Soviet
government towards religion and religious people.

Thanks to independence, archival materials and other types of sources, previously
considered closed to many researchers, began to be widely used. These processes

10 Xycuumaaukaos 3. Vcnowm itynanuiiapy, Ma3xabmap, okumiap. -T., 2000; A.3akpysnaes. Fosutap kyparuu. -T., 2000; Mctukmion dummapu:
MHIUTHIA-THHHI KaAPUSTIAPHAHT Xankka Kaituim (Byxopo) 1. -T., 2001; Vima tymam (Xopasm) 111 -T., 2001; Yima tym. (Argmkon) IV. -
T., 2001; Yma tymmam (Hamarran) V. —T., 2001; Yma tymmam (Tomkent)  VIL-T., 2001; Vura rymnam (Camapkans, 20 mion) .-T., 2001;
A.AbxypaxmonoB, M.boiinamaeB, 3.bo3opoB. [lun Ba cuécar. Wnmmii-ycnyomid Kymranma. — Hawmanran, 2001; Ao6mymmaes C.C.
V36eKucTona YHTHKON IPKUHIMTH Ba HcioM. ®.¢b.H.uc. aBroped. -T., 2002; Illaiix Myxamman Comuk Myxamman KOcyd. Jum
Hacuxatmup. -T., 2004;

1 Vsbexucmonnune sneu mapuxu. Mxkunau kumo6. Y36exucmon cosem mycmamnaxavunueu oaspuoa. -T.: Hlapx, 2000, Typrecman 6 nauane
XX sexa: k ucmopuu ucmoxog Hayuonanvrou Hesasucumocmu. -1., 2000. Paxa6os K., FaiinapoB M. Typxucmon mapuxu (1917-1924 uil.). -
T.. Vuusepcumem, 2002; Anivosa JI. A. Vs6exucmon mycmabud my3ym oaspuoa: cuécuii 6a magrypasuii maziiux oxubamaapu (1917-1990
i.). -T.: @an, 2000; AwzamxyxaeB C. Typkucmon Myxmopusmu: Muiiuii 0eMOKpaAmox oaeiamuuiux Kypuiuwu maxcpudacu. -T.:
Mavnasusm, 2000; Xaviutos 111. A., Banpunnunos C. Baman Oes éamancus koneaumnap ucmamu. - Byxopo: “Byxopo” nawpuému, 2005,
[MamcyTamuoB P. Vs6exucmonda cosemaapnune Kynoknawmupuw cuécamu ea ynune gooceanu oxubamnapu. -T.: Hlapx, 2001; Vima
myamutud. Kuwwiox goorceacu: scamoanrawmupun, Kyrokiawmupuw, cypeyh (Lpma Ocué pecnybnuxanapu muconuoa). -T.: Llapx, 2003;
Vina myammud.. Ilumonuii Kasxas cypeynudazu opmoownapumus kucvamu. -T.: Ilapk, 2005; Paxabos K. Mycmaxun Typrucmon guxpu
yuyn myscodananap (1917-1935 ii.). T., 2000; Yma myanmud. Byxopoea xuzun apmus 6ockunu eéa ynea sapuiu xypaut. - T.: Mavnagusm,
2002, Yina myanmmud. dapeona e0duticudazu ucmuKIoIMuIuK Xapakamu: MONUsmiL 6a acocuii puodcnanui 6ockuyunapu (1918 - 1924 i.). -
T.: Aneu nawp, 2015. ConMOHOB AXMaJI)KOH. §’36eKI/ICT0H;[a COBET XOKUMUSTUHHUHT AMHUN cu€caTh: yiaAupMa Ba Tapux Xakukat (Math) :
MoHorpadust A.Conmonos. - T.: Tacdaxkyp, 2015.

12 PacynoB b. Typrucmonda maxma6 éa maopacanap mapuxu (XIX acp oxupu - XX acp 6ownapu). - Anoudsicon: “Anoudicon” nawpuému,
1995, Bonraboes C. Typkucmonoa eaxgp mymxaapu mapuxu (XIX acp oxupu — XX acp 6ownapu). - Hamanean, 2005.

13 Anmmosa J1. A. Vicnam u “BOMHCTBYIONHiT” aten3m B mutepatype Y3oekucrana 20-30-x rogos //O’zbekiston tarixi. - Tommkent, 2000. -No
4. - B.58-65; Jlynun b. IIpoucxoocoenue u cyovboa Kopana Ocmana // O’zbekiston tarixi. - Towxenm, 2001. -Ne 4. -B. 18-26; PacynoB A.
Vemon Mycxaghu Towkenmea kauon katimapunean? //HUmom an-Byxopuii caboxnapu. - Towkenm, 2002. - Ne 3. -B. 165-166; Mycrtadaesa H.
Typrucmon, maopugpu XX acprune 20-uunnapu myanrugnapu nazapuoa // O ’zbekiston tarixi. -Towkenm, 2004. -Ne 3.-5.33—45; Yma
Myamud. Vsbexucmonda cosem xokumusmununz ounuti cuécamu // O ’zbekiston tarixi. -Towxenm, 2005. - Ne 2. - B.35-41. Bo6oen ®epys.
Vpra Ocuéma coBeT XOKHMUSTHHHHT JTHHHI cnecam (xx acpumar 20-30 itrmtapu)/ “Y36eKHCTOHAA MCIOM JWHH TABIMMI: TapHXH,
PHUBOXKJIAHHIIN Ba )KAMUST TAPAKKUETHATH aXaMUSITH MaB3yCHU/ia peciyOiiKa HiMHUil-aMannii aHKyMaHu MaTepuaiuiapu tymiamu. T., 2023
B.117-122.
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made it possible to create history based on new approaches and criteria. In
particular, national and foreign researchers began to give an objective assessment
of the policy of the Soviet government in the sphere of religion. Among them, it
is worth noting the works of such researchers as B. Babajanov, A. Muminov, Q.
Rajabov,  A.Tog‘ayeva, F. Boboyev, R.Yusupov, A.Salmonov,
H.Yo‘ldoshxo‘jayev, U. G‘ofurov, and Z. Halilova dedicated to the study of some
aspects of the history of the Soviet government's religious policy'

A. Salmanov’s candidate’s dissertation “History of the Activities of Muslim
Religious Institutions and Organizations in Uzbekistan (1917-1950)” and the
monograph “Religious Policy of the Soviet Government in Uzbekistan: Fiction
and Historical Truth (1917-1960)” provide information about the Bolsheviks’
partial concessions to religious organizations in the early years, the religious
situation in Turkestan, the BXSR, and the XXSR before the formation of the
Uzbek SSR, waqf issues, and the sharp changes in the religious policy of the
Soviet government in the 1930s-1940s.

In RM. Yusupov’s research devoted to the activities of Muslim religious
organizations and scholars in Uzbekistan in the 40-80s of the 20th century, as
well as in the monograph '° “The Activities of Muslim Religious Organizations
and Scholars in Uzbekistan (40-80s of the 20th century)”, based on archival data,
information is provided and analyzed on the permission of the Soviet government

14 BabakanoB b. O ¢gerBax CAIYM npoTHB «HEHCIaMCKUX» 00bIdaeB // Mciam Ha IIOCTCOBETCKOM IPOCTPAHCTBE: B3I H3HYTPH. 1oz
pex. A. Manamenko 1 M. Onkorr. M.: Apt-busnec-Llentp, 2001. C. 170-184.; Ba6amkanos b. M., Mymunos A. K., Onkorr M. b. Myxammamkan
XHUHyCTaHU (1892-1989) u peaMruo3Has cpena ero SMOXH (npeaBapuTeIbHbIE
pasMBIIIIenIs 0 OPMUPOBAHUM «COBETCKOrO Henama» B Cpenneii Asun) / Boctok — Oriens. M., 2005. Ne 5. C. 19-33; K.PaxaGos. Y36exncron CCPra
COBET XOKHMMUSTHHUI KaTaroH cHEcaTH Ba YHUHT okuOatiaapu (1917-1991) T., dam, 2022. ToraeBa A.3. daproHajga IWH Ba AWHAH
Mmyaccacanap tapuxuman (1940-1950) // daprona BoAMiiCH TapHXW SHIHM TaJKHKOTIapaa. PecryOiika WIMHI aH)KyMaH MaTepHAIIApH.
®apromua, 2009. - b. 364-368.; Vira myammud. Ypra Ocué Ba KosorrcTon Mycynmommapy miHmi 6omkapmacu (CAJIYM) Tapuxuman //
«V36eKHCTOH TAPHXUHUHT 210n3ap6 Macananapu éul onMMIIap TaAKMKOTJIaphia: acocuil HyHanmuuiap Ba €HAAllyBlap» MaB3yCHIAarn
aHbaHasnii KoHdepenums marepuaiiapy. Touwkent, 2010, 24-25 mait. B. 223-227.; VYima myamm. 1940-1970 immmapna Y36exuctonna
JMHH TABIMM TH3MMH X07TaTH // Y30eKHCTOH XaNKWHEHT THHH, MaJAHHATH Ba ypd- OZAT/IAPH: TAPHX Ba XO3UPTH 3aMOH. WIMuii Tymiam.
Tomxkent, 2011. B. 116-120.; ®.bo6oes YpTa Ocuéna coBeT XOKMMHATUTA KapIli KypoJuth xapakar Tapuxu (1925-1935). T.: “Dan” 2024;
Canmonos A.M. y36€KI/ICTOH}1a MyCYJIMOH JMHUA Myaccaca Ba Tamkuioniap Gaommsitn Tapuxu (1917-1950).: Tapux dan. HoM.... TowkeHT:
Mup3o Yiyrbek Homumary Y36exucTon Mumnii yH-i1, 2008; 0cymo P.M. V3Gexucromma XX acprumr 40-80 ii Hiuutapuia MyCy/IMOH AMHUH
TaWKWIoTIapy Ba ynamonap paonustn (MJA mabiymotapu acocuza): Asroped. Tapux pan. HoM. ToWKeHT: V36eKuCTOR MULITHI YH-TH,
2008; Mynmomxyxaes X., Katomosa H. Y36exucron ynmamonmapn. Tomkent: Movarounnahr. 2015; Fagpypos V. V3bexnctonna uciom
TABJIMMH TH3HMH: IIOHJTH TAPHX, HCTHOIO 3y IMH/IAH OMOH KOMHUIT Ba Hypmi uetukGon. T.: F.Fymom 2023; Yura myanmid. TOMKEHT HCTOM
uncTHTyTH: bapokxonnan Mimom byxopwuiirada // TomkenT HMciom yHUBepCcHTETH HIIMHIA- Taxuini ax6oporaomacu. 2002, 1-con. b. 8-13;
Vma myammo. V36ekuctonna JMHAE TabIUM TapHXHHH Yprauum macananapu // ToukeHT VcIOM YHMBEPCHTETH WIMHHA-TaXIHIHA
axbopotHomacu. 2003, 3-coH. - b. 32- 36.; 1945-1991 #unnapaa Y36eKHCT0H11a HCJIOM JIMHH TaBJIMMUHUHT XOJIATU Ba TAPUXIIYHOCIIHUTH.
Asroped. Tapux Qan. HOM. TOWKeHT: V3p (DA Tapux nactutyTH, 2018.

14 }0cynoB P.M. Y36ekucToRIa MyCyIMOH JIHHIH TANIKMIOTIAPH Ba yaamonap daommst (XX acpaunr 40-80 itmmmapn): Yy Kymianma.
Anmmxon: 2022.

15 JOcymoB P.M. Y36ekucToRIa MyCyIMOH JIHHIH TANIKMIOTIApH Ba yaamonap daommst (XX acpaunr 40-80 itmmmapn): Yy Kymianma.
Anmmxon: 2022.
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to open mosques from the 40s, as well as the fight against unofficial mosques, the
issue of religious rites and customs, the issue of the Religious Administration of
Muslims of Central Asia and Kazakhstan, its personnel, the organization of
madrasas, educational activities, curricula and processes related to education. It
can also be said that the above-mentioned studies mainly did not mention
representatives of other religious sects that existed in the Uzbek SSR.

Among the studies, foreign historiography of the religious policy of the Soviet
state is analyzed in the work of Kh. Abdurasulova'®, and approaches to Islam in
the context of Uzbek culture are analyzed in the dissertations of N. Mustafaeva'’.
Analyzing research on Islam and its status in foreign historiography, Kh.
Abdurasulova cites the views of “Sovietologist” scholars who covered religious
policy, stating that religion was completely ideologized and adapted to the Soviet
system. The author also notes that some Western researchers expressed different
views on this matter. Additionally, she points out that “research in the field of
Sovietology and foreign authors conducted large-scale studies illuminating
various aspects of the history of Islam in Central Asia. Their methodological tools
and scientific evaluations are completely different from the traditions of Soviet
historiography. The study of Central Asian history emerged after World War II
as a new independent field of science and was carried out in research centers in
the USA and Western Europe, alongside comprehensive studies of USSR
history™!8,

Also important are the works published about religious scholars!. For example,
the book “Sheikh Ziyovuddinkhon ibn Eshon Bobokhon (School of Spirituality
and Example)” by Sh. Bobokhonov, published in Uzbek and Russian, is of
particular importance. It comprehensively covers the life and work of Z.
Bobokhonov, Chairman of the Religious Administration of Central Asia and
Kazakhstan, and his activities in strengthening people’s unity and friendship with

16 AGnypacysnosa X.1. MciaM 1 penurnosHas nojutrka B Y3oexucrane B 1940-1980-e rozibl: aHanu3 aHrI0- aMepUKaHCKOM HCTOpHOrpaduu:
Jluce. kaup. uct. Hayk. - Tomkent, Y3P ®A Tapux nuctutyTH, 2011

7 Mycradaesa H.A. MycTamiaka Ba COBET JIaBPH TApHXIIYHOCTHIHAa Y36ekncTonnmAr XX acp Mamamusth: Tapux daH. IOK..... THCC.
TourkenT: Mup30 YiyFOex HOMUIArH Y 36eKHCTOR MIILTHIA yH-TH, 2016.

18 A6ypacynosa X.H. Mcnam 1 penurnosHas noautrka B Y3oekucrane B 1940-1980-¢ rozisl: aHanu3 aHIJI0- aMepHKaHCKO ncToprorpadun/
O zbekiston tarixi. -Towkenm, 2010. - Ne 1. - 5.46-54.

¥ Iamcymamaxos BoGoxonos. 1llaiix 3uésy mmuxon nbau Do boboxon (MabHaBusAT Ba nbpar makrabu). — T.,

2001; badaxanos llamcynnuaxon. MydTu 3uéBynanuxan uoH umian badaxan: XXusn u gestensaoct — T., 2001; I7I.Xaﬁuap03, 1 .KaromoBa.
V36exucron ynamonapu T.: “MosapoyrHaxp”, 2015; AMupcaunaxon Yemonxoxkaes. Junumus guaoniinapu.- T., “Tadakkyp”, 2021.
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other peoples. Nevertheless, this book is not without its shortcomings. It does not
scientifically explain the essence of religious policy during the Soviet era, and
does not provide a list of sources used.

In 2001, the Imam al-Bukhari International Foundation published a collection
titled “Scholars of Our Time™?°. This collection includes articles and memoirs
about the four prominent scholars of the republic: Sheikh Ziyovuddin ibn Eshon
Bobokhon, Sheikh Ismail Makhdum, Sheikh Yusufkhon Shokir, and Sheikh
Abdugani Abdullah.

Thus, research conducted during the years of independence shows that during the
years of Soviet power, an objective assessment was given to the religious
situation in Uzbekistan, the state of institutions, the reasons for restricting their
activities, the repression of religious scholars, and the unstable religious policy
of the totalitarian regime of the Soviet state. Nevertheless, it can be seen that the
religious policy on the eve of independence, in the late 80s and early 90s, was not
sufficiently covered.

Representatives of the third group, who studied the religious policy of the Soviet
government in the Uzbek SSR, are foreign (English-American) scholars. Among
them, one can mention the scientific works of A. Bennigsen, A. Khalid, J.
Wheeler, W. Kolarz, S. Umbush, M. Ocklott, as well as the works of Jeff Eden,
Paolo Sartori, Eren Tasar?!.

In the research of these scholars, an assessment of the state's religious policy is
given through the path taken by the Soviet government in religious policy and the
measures taken in this regard. Studies note that the situation of Muslims living in

20 3amonamu3 ynamonapu. — T.: A6y Amu u6n Cuno, 2001.

2 Bennigsen. A (co-authorship Lemercier-Quelquejay Ch). Islam in the Soviet Union. - New York: Praeger, 1967; Bennisgen A., Wimbush
S.E. Muslim National Communism in the Soviet Union. A Revolutionary Strategy for the Colonial World. - The University of Chicago Press,
1979; Wheeler G. Russia and Islam: new trends in soviet policy // Central Asian Review. Oxford, 1956. Vol. 4. No 1. - P. 1-3.; Wheeler G.
The modern history of Soviet Central Asia. - New York: Frederich A. Praeger, 1964.; Wheeler G. The Russian Presence in Central Asia //
Canadian Slavonic Papers. Carleton University, 1975. Vol. 17. No 2-3. - P. 189-217.; Kolarz W. Islam in the Soviet Union, 1917-1960.
Karachi-Dacca, 1960. - 72 p.; Kolarz W. Religion in the Soviet Union. - New York: St. Martin' Press, 1961. - 518 p.; Kolarz W. Russia and
her colonies. Hamden, Conn Archon Books, 1967. - 334 p; Wimbush S.E. The politics of identity change in soviet central Asia // Central
Asian survey. London, 1984. - Vol. 3. - No 3. - P. 69-78.; Wimbush S.E. The Soviet Muslim Borderlands / The Last Empire. Nationality and
the Soviet Future. Edited by Robert Conquest. - California: Hoover Institution Press, 1986.-P. 218-234. Olcott M.B. Soviet Islam and world
Revolution / World Politics. - 1982. Vol. 34. No 4. P. 487-504; Olcott M.B. Women and Society in Central Asia // Soviet Central Asia. The
Failed Transformation. Edited by William Fierman. -Boulder: Westview Press, 1991. P. 235-254. Jeff Eden, Paolo Sartori, Dewin DeWeese.
Moving beyond Modernism: Rethinking Cultural Change in Muslim Eurasia (19th 20th centuries) // Journal of the Economic and Social
history of the Orient. N0.59.-2016. - P.1-36.; Jeff Eden. A Soviet Jihad against Hitler: Ishan Babakhan Calls Central Asian Muslims to War //
Journal of the Economic and Social history of the Orient. N0.59. - 2016. - P. 237-265. Adeeb Khalid. Islam after Communism: Religion and
Politics in Central Asia (Berkeley, 2007); E. Tasar. The official Madrasas of sovet Uzbekistan // Journal of the economic and social history of
the orient. 2016 vol.59. — P. 265-302.
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the Soviet Union was under state control of “religious freedom”, that religious
people were persecuted, that sufficient conditions for Muslim worship were not
created in the country, that the publication of religious books was prohibited, that
Muslims were restricted from performing Hajj, and thus the content and essence
of the state’s religious policy are analyzed.

Currently, Russian historians are also conducting research enriched with new
approaches and views regarding the policy towards religion during the Soviet era.
In particular, D.Yu. Arapov published a collection of archival materials covering
the activities of the Muslim Board of Central Asia and Kazakhstan, stored in the
state archives of Russia*?

Also, in the studies of G.R. Baltanova, V.A. Akhmadullin, S.M. Prozorov, V.
Bobrovnikov, L.A. Koroleva, A.K. Bustanov, various aspects of the relationship
between Islam and the state during the Soviet years are analyzed?. It should be
noted that they mainly provided information about the activities of the Muslim
Board of Central Asia and Kazakhstan.

In general, various aspects of religious policy in Uzbekistan during the years of
Soviet power have been considered by researchers, but this does not reflect the
religious policy of the Soviet period as a whole. Analysis of studies covering
1917-1991 shows that until now, a comprehensive study covering all issues of the
history of religious policy in the USSR during the Soviet period has not been

22 Apamo J1.10. Uciam u Coserckoe rocyaapctso (1917-1936) Coopauk nokymeHTos — M.,2010.

23 BanranoBa I'.P. Ucnam B CCCP: Ananus 3apyOexusix kouuenimii. Kazans, 1991. - 147 c. Axmagymmnn B.A. Tunudnbie OmmOKd
ucclenoBareNel, u3yJaromumx ucnamckoe obpazosanrne 8 CCCP // TIpoctpancTBo 1 Bpems. Post scriptum: rmepeBojibl, pelleH3Hn, MHCHHS.
3(13) 2013; Yma myammud. OTmen MexIyHAPOIHBIX CBs3el MycymbMaHckuX oprammsarmii CCCP B crpykrype CoBeTa mo jgenam
PENUTHOBHBIX KyJIbTOB: OIBIT CO3JAHMS ¥ HOPMATHBHBIEC OCHOBHI fesirenbHocTH // McnamoBenenms. 2016. No2. - C. 32-38.; Yia myanmud.
Ucnamckuii daxrop Bo BHemmHed momutnke Coroza CoBerckux Commamictuuecknx PecrmyOuuk // DOpyMBI pOCCHICKHX MyCYJIbMaH.
Esxeromusiii HayuHO-aHanutiHdeckuii 6romerens 2007. No 3/ JVMHO, HUU umenu X. ®ausxanosa; nox oour. pen. . B. MyxerauHosa.
H.Hogropox: Mexuna; Yima myammd J{esTeasHOCTh COBETCKOTO FOCYIApCTBA [0 OPTaHH3AIH XaKa COBETCKHX MyCyTbMaH B 1944 roay
// Bmactb 2013. No 6. - C. 162-164; Mcnam Ha Tepputopun ObiBlIel Poccuiickoil mmmepun. DHImKIONequdeckuii cnoaps. [lox. Pex. C.M.
TIposoposa. - M.: Boctounas nmurepatypa PAH, 2006. Tom 1; bo6poBaukoB B.O. Be300KHUKY pHCYIOT UCTaM: COBETCKAst (AHTH)PENTUTHO3HAS
npomaraHa B KOMMEHTapHsX BocTokoBesa // http://propagandahistory.ru/201 1/Islam-v-sovetskoy-propagande/; Yima myammud. Mycynsmane
Ceseproro Kapkaza: o0bruaii, npaBo, Hacwime (Ouepku 1o HCTOpHH M 3THorpadmm mpaBa Haroproro [larecrana). - M.: Boctounas
nmurepatypa, 2002; Mun. moHorpadwus.; Islamic studies in post-Soviet Russia: in search of new approaches // ISIM Newsletter. December
1999, No.4. P. 32.; Yma myanmud. Muslim Nationalism in the Post-Soviet Caucasus: Daghestan // Central Asia and the Caucasus. 2000. No.1.
P. 93-104.;Kopones A.A. TlonuTnka cOBETCKOTO TOCYapcTBa B OTHOIICHUH PEJUTHO3HEIX 00beanHeHni B 1950 1980-e rr. (Ha mprmepe
Tlensenckoro peruona) // AktyanbHble TpoOIeMbl HayKu U oOpazoBanus: CoopHuk ctateid. Boimn.3. [ensa: [Id MOCY, 2004. C. 85-104.;
Vima myammud. Mycynsmanckue o6bemuuenns [IeH3eHCKO# 067aCTH B MOCIHEBOCHHBIH MepHOA // ANBMAaHAX COBPEMEHHON HAYKH M
obpasoBanus: McTopusi, aHTPOIIOJIOTHSI, apXeoJIoTHsl, dTHOrpadus, kpaeBeaeHne, Guiocodus, TeoIorus, KyJIbTYPOIOTHs, MOIUTOIOTHS,
FOPHUCTIPYACHIIMS U METOJMKA UX npenoaaBanus. Tam6oB: «I'pamota». No 2. 2007. C. 43-46.; Koponesa JI.A., KoponeB A.A. Hcnam B CCCP:
HEKOTOPBIE acMeKThl TOCYAAPCTBEHHO-PEIUTHO3HON TTOJMMTUKY// AllbMaHax COBPEMEHHOW Hayku U oOpa3oBanus ['pamora, 2008. No 6 (13):
B 2-x 4. U. 1. - C. 110-112.; Alfrid K. Bustanov and Michael Kemper. Islamic authority and the Russian language: Studies on texts from
European Russia, the North Caucasus and West Siberia. Amsterdam 2012; Yra myammc. Mcnam i pycckuit 35IK: COLMHOTMHTBHCTHYECKHE
ACTEKTHI CTAHOBJICHHS O0LIEPOCCHICKOTO HcIaMcKoro auckypcea // Kasanckoe ucinamosenenus. 2015. Nol. C. 211-221.; YKenmuHa u ucnam:
c0. ct. / o pex. A. K. Bycranosa M.: {u3zapt Tum, 2017.
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conducted in Uzbekistan. The conducted dissertation work is limited to the study
of the activities of the Spiritual Administration as a religious organization.
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