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Abstract

This article explores effective pedagogical strategies to enhance students’
speaking skills through the application of story-based learning, specifically using
picture composition. The research focuses on how guided observation of visuals,
structured storytelling techniques, use of sequencing and transitional phrases, as
well as the integration of emotional expression can significantly contribute to the
development of speaking fluency. It highlights the benefits of using pictures as
cognitive and creative prompts that help learners to organize thoughts, build
narrative coherence, and present ideas confidently. Furthermore, the study
emphasizes the importance of relatable content, logical sequencing, and
authenticity in storytelling. Practical classroom-based examples and exercises are
used to demonstrate the method’s effectiveness.

Keywords: Story-based learning, speaking skills, picture composition,
storytelling, observation.

Introduction:

In the evolving landscape of language education, developing strong speaking
skills remains a core objective of effective communication training. Among the
various pedagogical methods available, storytelling has increasingly proven to
be a powerful instructional tool, particularly in teaching English as a second or
foreign language. Storytelling engages learners both cognitively and emotionally,
allowing them to internalize language through meaningful contexts rather than
memorization. Within this broader domain, picture composition — the art of
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creating stories based on visual stimuli — has become an innovative and
interactive method for enhancing speaking abilities among students.

Language learners, particularly at beginner and intermediate levels, frequently
encounter barriers such as limited vocabulary, difficulty in organizing thoughts,
and lack of confidence in oral expression. Picture-based story learning addresses
these challenges by providing students with visual references that stimulate
thought processes and foster language production. As the saying goes, “A picture
is worth a thousand words,” and indeed, visuals can unlock imagination, provide
narrative direction, and scaffold learners' ability to construct cohesive and fluent
speech.

Story-based learning using pictures empowers students to move beyond simple
sentence construction to more complex narrative building. It allows them to
connect events logically, express emotions, describe settings, and use diverse
vocabulary in a spontaneous yet structured manner. Furthermore, this approach
supports multiple learning styles: visual learners benefit from imagery,
kinesthetic learners engage through acting out stories, and auditory learners
enhance their listening and speaking through peer storytelling.

Modern communicative language teaching methodologies emphasize learner-
centered, task-based, and meaningful use of language, which aligns perfectly
with storytelling. When learners create stories from images, they are not just
practicing grammar or vocabulary; they are developing communicative
competence, critical thinking, cultural awareness, and self-expression. Through
storytelling, learners simulate real-life communication scenarios, which in turn
prepare them for authentic social interactions.

This article aims to explore the most effective methods for enhancing students'
speaking skills through story-based picture composition. It will discuss the role
of guided observation, narrative structuring, the use of sequencing devices,
and strategies for incorporating emotional and imaginative elements. In addition,
the study will highlight common errors in student narratives and provide practical
classroom-based techniques and materials to overcome them. Ultimately, the
article advocates for a holistic, creative, and learner-friendly environment where
storytelling becomes both a language tool and a personal journey of expression.
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Materials and Methods:

This study was conducted within the framework of practical classroom activities
involving students aged 10 to 14, corresponding to upper-primary and lower-
secondary education levels. The approach was qualitative in nature and aimed to
identify effective pedagogical strategies that facilitate the development of
students’ speaking abilities through picture-based storytelling. The research
design integrated observation, task-based learning, interactive exercises, and
formative assessment. The following instructional tools and methods were
employed:

1. Picture Observation and Visual Comprehension

The initial stage of the method focused on enhancing students’ visual literacy and
descriptive thinking. Learners were provided with carefully selected visual
prompts—such as illustrations of family picnics, outdoor scenes, or daily life
activities—and were asked to examine the images closely. Using observation
charts, students were guided to identify essential narrative elements, including:

. Setting — time and place depicted in the picture

. Characters — number of people or animals and their relationships

. Actions — visible movements and activities

. Emotions — facial expressions and mood

. Objects and surroundings — environment, tools, or symbolic items

This process supported students in generating vocabulary and laid the
groundwork for constructing detailed oral narratives.

2. Story Structuring Techniques and Narrative Frameworks

Learners were taught to organize their storytelling using a three-part narrative
structure:

o Introduction: Introducing the setting and main characters with prompts such as
“It all began when...” or “Once we arrived at the park...”.

« Body: Describing a sequence of events with the inclusion of emotional changes,
actions, and possible challenges. Students were trained to use sequencing
connectors such as “Then...”, “After that...”, “Suddenly...”, or
“Unexpectedly...” to build tension and flow.
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o Conclusion: Resolving the situation and expressing a final reflection or
emotional outcome using phrases like “In the end...” or “We will always
remember this day...”.

This structured storytelling approach helped students focus on logical flow,
character development, and coherence, which are critical elements of oral
proficiency.

3. Use of Acronyms and Graphic Organizers

To scaffold the narrative creation process, simple but effective acronyms such as
WHO-WHAT-WHEN-WHERE-WHY (5Ws) were introduced. These
prompted learners to ask and answer key questions about the scene before
beginning their narration. In addition:

. Story maps and graphic organizers were used to visualize the storyline,
helping students to break down the story into distinct components: beginning,
problem, climax, and resolution.

. Mind maps were also used to brainstorm vocabulary and emotional
descriptors before composing the story.

These visual thinking tools promoted planning, organization, and memory
retention.

4. Speaking Practice and Peer Interaction

To promote fluency and real-time speaking development, students engaged in
storytelling activities both orally and in written form. These included:

. Paired storytelling — where students described their story to a partner and
received immediate oral feedback

. Small group narration — promoting collaborative storytelling and
encouraging active listening

. Oral presentations — where selected students shared their stories in front
of the class to build public speaking confidence

Throughout these exercises, teachers provided formative feedback on language
use, including:

. Verb tense consistency (especially past tense in narrative form)

. Appropriate use of transition words
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. Paragraphing and sentence structure in written stories
. Pronunciation and intonation in spoken stories

5. Supplementary Worksheets and Self-Assessment Materials

Learners were given custom-designed worksheets containing:

. Black-and-white and colored pictures for story creation

. Sample model answers for self-check

. Word banks with vocabulary lists grouped by themes (e.g., picnic, park,
emotions, weather)

. Short comprehension and reflection questions to support self-assessment
These materials were provided in both printed and digital (PDF) formats and were
aligned with lesson objectives. They also supported students with different
learning preferences—visual, auditory, and kinesthetic.

In summary, the combination of structured visual input, guided narrative
frameworks, peer interaction, and supportive materials created a dynamic and
learner-centered environment. The multi-sensory, interactive nature of this
method ensured that students were not only practicing the mechanics of speaking
but were also developing narrative thinking, creativity, and emotional
expression—key attributes in communicative language competence.

Results and Discussions:

Following several weeks of structured instruction and repeated classroom
application of story-based picture composition, a series of significant
improvements were observed in students’ oral communication abilities. The
results, gathered through both qualitative observations and formative
assessments, demonstrated that visual storytelling serves as an effective
pedagogical approach for fostering key elements of speaking proficiency.

1. Enhanced Confidence and Willingness to Speak

At the beginning of the intervention, many students exhibited hesitation in
expressing themselves in English due to fear of making mistakes, limited
vocabulary, or lack of speaking practice. However, as storytelling activities
progressed, learners became noticeably more vocal and eager to share their stories

947 |Page



Modern American Journal of Linguistics,

Education, and Pedagogy
ISSN (E): 3067-7874
Volume 01, Issue 03, June, 2025

Website: usajournals.org
This work is Licensed under CC BY 4.0 a Creative Commons Attribution
4.0 International License.

AMERICAN JOURNALS

with peers and teachers. The familiarity and personal connection with visual
prompts helped reduce anxiety and created a psychologically safe environment
for risk-taking and verbal experimentation.

This increase in confidence aligns with Vygotsky’s theory of social interaction,
which emphasizes that language development is accelerated in supportive,
interactive contexts. As learners were encouraged to collaborate and perform their
stories, their speaking fluency and self-assurance naturally improved.

2. Improved Narrative Structure and Sequencing Skills

Students demonstrated enhanced ability to organize their ideas logically within
the traditional Introduction—-Body—Conclusion format. The consistent use of
sequencing words such as “first”, “then”, “suddenly”, and “in the end” helped
learners to establish coherence and chronological order in their storytelling. This
structural clarity was especially evident in oral presentations and peer-to-peer
narration, where learners began independently applying transition phrases and
developing more complex sentence patterns.

According to Thornbury (2005), fluency in speaking is often achieved when
learners are able to focus less on grammar and more on meaning-making — a
feature strongly supported by the visual-narrative approach.

3. Expanded Vocabulary and Emotional Expression

The regular exposure to detailed images encouraged students to move beyond
basic vocabulary and experiment with richer, more descriptive language. For
example, rather than saying “The girl is happy”, learners began using expressions
like “The girl was overjoyed as she ran through the park™.

In addition to descriptive vocabulary, students began incorporating emotional
states, body language, and atmosphere into their stories, which reflected a deeper
understanding of communicative nuance. This is particularly valuable in second
language learning, where emotional and contextual fluency are often overlooked
in favor of grammatical accuracy.
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4. Reduction in Grammatical Errors and Improved Language Accuracy
While the focus of the approach was on fluency and storytelling, an indirect yet
noticeable benefit was a reduction in common grammatical mistakes,
especially related to tense consistency. By repeatedly narrating past events based
on the same or similar visuals, learners began internalizing the correct use of past
simple tense, subject-verb agreement, and article usage.

Peer corrections and teacher feedback played a crucial role in reinforcing these
aspects. Students also learned to identify their own mistakes during post-task
reflections, thus promoting metalinguistic awareness.

5. Increased Engagement and Motivation

Students consistently described storytelling lessons as enjoyable, dynamic, and
different from traditional language instruction. The use of visual prompts and
creative freedom allowed learners to personalize their stories, which resulted in
higher levels of emotional investment and motivation.

According to Harmer (2007), meaningful content and emotional relevance are
essential components for sustained learner engagement. In this study, students
displayed enthusiasm for both telling and listening to stories, indicating a rise in
intrinsic motivation — a powerful factor for language acquisition success.

6. Collaborative Learning and Peer Interaction

One notable advantage of story-based learning was the increase in collaborative
speaking opportunities. Story creation in pairs or small groups fostered a sense
of community and cooperative learning. Students often supported one another by
suggesting vocabulary, helping with sentence construction, or acting out parts of
the story, thereby making the learning process socially interactive and enjoyable.
This aligns with constructivist principles, wherein knowledge is co-constructed
through shared experiences and dialogue.

Conclusion:

Story-based learning through picture composition is an effective pedagogical
strategy for enhancing students’ speaking skills. By combining visual stimuli with
structured narrative practice, this method fosters fluency, vocabulary
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development, and confidence in oral communication. The approach also supports
logical thinking, creativity, and emotional expression, making language learning
more meaningful and engaging. Classroom observations confirm that learners
benefit from improved storytelling structure, reduced grammatical errors, and
increased motivation. Integrating this method with digital tools in future research
may further enrich its impact and accessibility.
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